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Information for Canadian & Mexican Students in the  
Developing Civil Society via Case Studies (DCSCS)  

Reciprocal Exchange Program 

 

What is the DCSCS Program? 

The DCSCS program is an opportunity to study nonprofit management and civil society at The University of Texas 
at Austin.   Students receive stipends from their home university to help defray the costs of the study abroad 
experience under the auspices of the Program for North American Mobility in Higher Education cooperatively 
led by the governments of Canada, Mexico and the United States. 

The program consists of two courses that focus on academic theory, discussions of the cultural underpinnings of 
civil society and essential nonprofit management skills. One course results in the development of a management 
case study.  In this course students are expected to work within small teams and collaboratively with the leaders 
of local civil society organizations to analyze a crisis or management challenge facing the NGO.  The second 
DCSCS program course is on nonprofit strategy and entrepreneurship.  To comply with U.S. visa requirements, 
DCSCS students register for a third course (a total of 9 credit hours) on a topic of their own choosing.   

At the end of the program, consortium faculty members select the strongest cases for publication opportunities 
including submission to the Electronic Hallway, a preeminent source of teaching cases and curriculum at the 
University of Washington's Evans School of Public Affairs. Any case studies submitted for electronic or print 
publication follow a standard case format and recognize the faculty members, student researchers, and the 
respective government sponsors. 

Austin, Texas 
Austin is the capital of the State of Texas, home to around one million people, several universities, three Fortune 
500 companies and known for nearby Hill Country scenery, historic communities and laid-back residents.  It is a 
lively, outdoorsy city that lives up to its official slogan: “Live Music Capital of the World.”    
 
Other resources for learning about Austin: 

 City of Austin: www.ci.austin.tx.us   

 Austin Visitors Bureau: www.austintexas.org  

 Public transportation: www.capmetro.org 

 Events: http://do512.com  

 Local Paper & Events: www.austinchronicle.com  

 Local public radio station: www.kut.org  

 Restaurants, shopping, nightlife reviews: 
www.yelp.com/austin  

 SXSW Festival (Mar 12-21): http://sxsw.com 
 

Average temp in January: 60°F / 16°C 

 
The RGK Center for Philanthropy and Community Service 
 
The RGK Center, www.rgkcenter.org, is an academic center at the LBJ School of Public Affairs, a community of 
350 students pursuing Masters in Public Affairs and Global Policy Studies at The University of Texas at Austin. 
The RGK Center provides several programs for students including a Graduate Portfolio Program in Nonprofit 
Studies, a Summer Doctoral Fellowship Program, Nonprofit Study Abroad opportunities and the annual Dell 
Social Innovation Competition that awards $50,000 for student initiatives to tackle pressing social issues.  Moira 
Foreman Porter, (512) 471-7355, moira@austin.utexas.edu, is the DCSCS Program Coordinator at UT Austin.  
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The University of Texas at Austin 

The University of Texas at Austin is the largest campus of the University of Texas system and a major research 
university home to more than 50,000 students. From teaching and research to public service, the university’s 
activities support its mission and core purpose: to transform lives for the benefit of society through the core 
values of learning, discovery, freedom, leadership, individual opportunity and responsibility. www.utexas.edu  

 

Useful offices for international students in the DCSCS exchange program: 

 International Office, www.utexas.edu/international  

 University Health Services, http://healthyhorns.utexas.edu  

 Registrar, http://registrar.utexas.edu/students/index.html  

 Volunteer & Service Learning Center, www.utexas.edu/diversity/ddce/vslc  

 Recreational Sports, www.utrecsports.org  
 

 
Housing 
Students are responsible for arranging their own housing during the DCSCS exchange program.   
 
The most affordable and recommended option is the Laurel House Student Co-operative, which provides 
furnished rooms, 17 meals a week and is open primarily to graduate students.  Students are able to socialize in 
Laurel’s commons, cook in its fully equipped kitchen, and study in the Laurel study/computer room. Laurel 
House provides an intimate, studious atmosphere.  Students living in co-ops are expected to contribute 4-5 hrs 
of work per week toward the cooking and upkeep of the co-op. Previous DCSCS students have commented on 
how they appreciate the sense of community and forming new friendships here.  Cost approx. $582 (double) or 
$763 (single) per month.  For more info: www.collegehouses.org/hostelsView.php?hostelId=6&pageType=main  
 
Other roommate, apartment and housing options can be found on craigslist (http://austin.craigslist.org) or via 
apartment finders in Austin, a free service provided by several apartment locating firms. Without a vehicle, it is 
important to ensure your proximity for walking or bicycling to campus; or ensuring that your housing is located 
on a UT Austin shuttle route: www.capmetro.org/riding/schedules_ut.asp.   
 
As with all financial transactions and contracts, exercise judgment and common sense before making a 
commitment.  

 
** DCSCS Students Patrick, Tara, Nick & Gandhi in Austin, Cinco de Mayo 2009 ** 
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